Indicators of quiet-water environments Abstract: In the southern Ahnet Basin of Algeria, spectacular mud mounds and mud ridges were formed during the lower Givetian. They are onlapped by layered pack and wackestones which in some places are crowded with orthoconic nautiloids. The latter display a radial distribution pattern with their tips pointing towards the top of the equivalent mud or ridge. This orientation is a mere gravitational effect indicating deposition in quiet water below the storm wave base. Orientation of orthocones on ridge crests appears almost random emphasizing the absence of currents even in these most exposed portions of the buildups.
Introduction
It has long been known that the orientation of orthoconic nautiloids, belemnites, high-spired gastropods and tentaculites can be used as a tool in palaeocurrent analysis. Field observations and experiments in the flume have shown that the apex of these conical shells is preferentially oriented up-stream (MULLER 1951 , NAGLE 1967 , FUTTERER 1978 a, b, SEILACHER 1973 . If a representative number of measurements can be compiled and these are incorporated into a well-established sedimentologic and palaeogeographic framework, these data may contribute to a better
